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The goal of the research is to analyze the main economic trends in modern international education. Research 
methods are theoretical analysis of scientific literature and regulatory documents. The paper describes the main 
directions of development of international education in the world. The main scientific problems are described 
which arising in the study of international education. There are several basic economic trends in modern world 
education: the internationalization, an increase of the students’ and teachers’ academic mobility, the development 
of digital and network technologies in education, an integration of educational organizations, the transition from 
mass recruitment of students to finding the best and talented, the intensification of state regulation of education. 
The prospects for the international education development are presented.  
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Целью исследования является анализ основных экономических тенденций в современном международном 
образовании. Методы исследования – теоретический анализ научной литературы и нормативных 
документов. В статье описаны основные направления развития международного образования в мире, а 
также основные научные проблемы, возникающие при изучении вопросов международного образования. 
Рассмотрены основные тренды развития международного образования, среди которых: 
интернационализация, повышение академической мобильности студентов и преподавателей, развитие 
цифровых и сетевых технологий в образовании, интеграция образовательных организаций, переход от 
массового набора студентов к поиску лучших и талантливых, усиление государственного регулирования 
образования. Также в статье представлены перспективы развития международного образования. 
 
Ключевые слова: международное образование; транснациональное образование; образовательная 
деятельность; академическая мобильность; образовательные центры. 
 

Many modern specialists note that information, knowledge and innovations, as well as ways of 
their practical application, are increasingly considered as a source of profit in a post-industrial society. 
Under such conditions of economic development, the social institute of education becomes one of the 
leading factors of the economy. Education is becoming a factor in increasing labor productivity, the 
quality of human capital, and the long-term growth of the efficiency of social production. 

Since in the near future the need for information in the economy will increase, the demand for 
qualified specialists who are able to efficiently process information and continuously improve their 
knowledge will also increase. The process of lifelong learning throughout a person’s life comes to 
the fore. Therefore, education at all levels, and especially postgraduate and additional education, will 
become of increasing economic importance. 
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Already, education is considered by the world community as an important factor of economic well-
being. Firstly, the leading role of education in the formation and development of human capital is 
indisputable. Secondly, scientific developments in the field of education are able to provide new 
knowledge and new technologies, processes and products, and as a result, increase the innovative 
potential of the economy. Thirdly, education contributes to the transfer of knowledge and skills 
related to the introduction and use of new technologies, innovative ways of processing information. 
Fourth, quality education and the progress of science is becoming one of the criteria for not only 
economic growth, but also economic security. 

International education has now significantly changed its shape and scope. There are new 
participants, new rules, new ways of participation and promotion of educational services in this 
process. Programs of double and multiple diplomas are being developed, international affiliates of 
leading universities of the world, franchised universities and joint institutions of international 
education appear. There is a need to develop standards, quality criteria, regulatory policies and 
monitoring trends in modern international education. According to international organizations, an 
international protocol for collecting data on transnational education around the world is being 
developed, similar to that already under the auspices of UNESCO and the OECD to track international 
student mobility. 

There are several basic economic trends in modern world education: the internationalization, an 
increase of the students’ and teachers’ academic mobility, the development of digital and network 
technologies in education, an integration of educational organizations, the transition from mass 
recruitment of students to finding the best and talented, the intensification of state regulation of 
education. 

Listed trends are shown in Figure 1. 
 

 
Figure 1 – The basic trends in modern world education 

 
The first and main trend is globalization, or the internationalization of education. The massive 

nature of modern higher education, the internationalization of the labor market and the need for 
foreign labor, the emergence of new information and network technologies, the development of a 
knowledge-based economy are the basic prerequisites for the internationalization of education. 
Transnational educational programs and services may be provided by a foreign educational system 
or not be associated with any national educational system at all.  

The internationalization of education is a special area of science and practice. According to the 
meta-analysis of scientific research, the main problems are the institutionalization and management 
of the internationalization of education, the needs of students, the form and structure of support, the 
transition from the institutional to the transnational context of internationalization. Thus, research 
focuses on the methods of internationalization at the individual, institutional, and national levels [3].  
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Over the past decade, transnational education has significantly changed its shape and scope. There 
is a need to develop standards, quality criteria, regulatory policies and trend monitoring. The 
international protocol for worldwide collection of transnational education data is developing, similar 
to what UNESCO and OECD do for international student mobility [5]. 

Another trend in the development of world education is an increase of the academic mobility of 
participants in the educational process. Academic mobility of students is achieved through various 
international student exchange programs, double degree programs, international baccalaureate and 
some others. 

Typically, academic mobility support programs are focused on a specific target group or specific 
task. Forms of international academic mobility can be expressed in training, data collection for 
research, internships. However, experience shows that integrated mobility support programs are most 
effective when they are built on the basis of priority areas for the development of the national 
education system. According to the OECD, the number of students outside their country from 1990 
(1.3 million people) to 2011 (4.3 million people) increased more than 3 times. According to the 
UNESCO forecast, the number of foreign students by 2025 will reach 7.2 million people [2]. 

Education is often only the first step in bringing a new generation of scientists into the economy 
of the host country. The task of attracting talented immigrants to knowledge-intensive sectors of the 
economy through education is set for all developed countries.  

Academic mobility of teachers plays an important role in the development of international 
education. The leading universities of the world have an international composition of scientific and 
pedagogical personnel, and the indicator of the share of foreign teaching staff is used in compiling 
the most famous world university rankings. Attracting foreign teachers is aimed at achieving several 
goals, the main one being the development of competitive qualities of an institute or university. Other 
goals are to expand the range of educational programs, including integrated and joint training 
programs, implement educational programs in English, achieve compliance with international 
educational standards, develop new research areas in demand in the global scientific community, 
develop a positive image of the university abroad, and improve its recognizability.  

An important trend in the development of world education is the development of digital and 
network technologies in education, the transition to online learning. Digital technologies are involved 
in the process of traditional classroom learning. The use of new information technologies makes 
learning more interactive and productive, provides multimedia opportunities for classical classroom 
lessons and for training skills in computer simulation. The development of distance online education 
completely changes the way of learning and all educational activities. Digital open education 
technologies are becoming just as important an aspect of the international educational context as the 
content of education and the participants [6]. 

Further development of digital education will lead to the emergence of global educational 
organizations operating only in the digital environment without physical schools and universities. 
The most important features of such educational institutions will be the advanced content of 
educational programs, a high level of the learning process. At the same time, the additional 
competitive advantages will be the ease and convenience of connecting from anywhere in the world, 
as well as lower fees for educational services. Under such conditions, traditional off-line education 
will be forced to develop at a higher rate. 

One of the modern educational trends is an integration of educational organizations. They include 
various participants in the educational services market, including potential employers, national and 
international providers, even entities that have not previously dealt with the field of education. Within 
this process, academic institutions are merging around the world or individual institutions are joining 
as university departments, the creation of educational clusters, and the accelerated growth of 
international university networks. To implement such international educational projects of a new 
type, it is necessary to pay attention to one of the newest trends of modern international education - 
the trend of integration of educational organizations. At the same time, modern foreign experience in 
creating educational integrators or hubs can provide substantial support.  
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The enlargement of universities is a global trend characteristic of Europe and the USA in the last 
20-30 years. Among the objectives of the association, experts highlight the desire of universities to 
improve their performance in international rankings. 

Educational hubs are the latest development and constitute a new wave of cross-border educational 
initiatives. The accumulation of a critical mass of participants, both local and foreign, is possible only 
with the combined efforts of the state, regional and local authorities, as well as the educational 
organizations themselves. In this case, it becomes possible to create an innovative education sector, 
develop an economy based on knowledge, and increase the level of human capital. As noted by 
J.Knight, there are three different principles underlying the formation of educational hubs as a new 
form of international educational centers - the student hub, the talent hub, the knowledge and 
innovation hub [4].  

New types of educational hubs are presented in Figure 2. 
 

 
Figure 2 – Types of educational hubs 

 
Separately, it should be noted the transition from mass recruitment of students to finding the best 

and talented. To implement this educational trend, multidisciplinary educational centers, corporate 
universities are being created, competitions, contests, and exhibitions are held. 

The latest trend is associated with the intensification of state regulation of education. International 
scholarship programs for higher education annually attract a significant amount of funds from 
national governments, supranational organizations, large charitable foundations, higher education 
institutions and many smaller organizations. International targeted scholarships fund students in 
higher education institutions around the world [7]. 

Thus, in the countries that are leaders in international education (the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Germany, and Canada), over the past decades there have been state programs to support 
the export of educational services.  The US government identifies promising target countries, recruits 
schools that may be interested in expanding their international enrollment, and publishes this event 
to local students, teachers, and educators in the target market. The US government also aids in certain 
types of scholarship programs [1]. 

In Russia, in 2013, the state program “Global Education” was adopted and successfully 
implemented. Financing is carried out through contributions of the budget of the Russian Federation 
and private sponsors to a special Fund. The program participant is paid for tuition, accommodation, 
transportation costs, expenses for educational materials, medical insurance. Program participants can 
study at 225 universities from 25 countries. The largest number of universities approved by the 
Program are in the countries that are leaders in international higher education: the United States, Great 
Britain, Germany, and Canada. Improving the competitiveness of Russian higher education is 
associated with the development of internationalization strategies for all levels of the education 
system and its main participants.  Currently, 217,000 foreign students are studying in Russia. Income 
from training a foreign student averages 325.5 thousand rubles. (or 6.5 thousand dollars). Speaking 
about the development of the export potential of the Russian education system, experts note that the 
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amount of extrabudgetary funds received from the export of Russian education will grow from 78 
billion rubles in 2017 to 198 billion rubles in 2025 [2]. 

More than 80 Russian Centers of Science and Culture in 80 countries of the world are promoting 
Russian education and science abroad. In addition, Rossotrudnichestvo implements the project 
"Russian School", a project to support the Russian language, and also distributes quotas for free 
training of foreign students in Russian universities. At the national level, the strategy and policy of 
internationalization of higher education are developed on the basis of economic and political 
opportunities and priorities of the country, taking into account geopolitical interests, positions on the 
international market of educational services, ambitions in the face of growing competition. 

The theoretical analysis allowed us to identify the main modern trends in international education. 
These include increasing globalization and internationalization, the provision of additional 
opportunities to increase the academic mobility of both students and teachers, the inclusion in the 
educational process of distance digital and network technologies, the formation of large integrated 
educational centers, the development of special selection and training programs for the most gifted 
and talented students, strengthening state regulation of education. Prospects for the development of 
international education are to improve its quality, availability, development of monitoring 
technologies and strengthen state participation in the regulation of international education processes. 
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